
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. John the Baptist
New Alresford

All Saints
Bighton

St Peter’s
Ovington

St Mary the Virgin
Old Alresford

Our mission is to explore God, our Father, 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit; to grow and enhance our 

spiritual life in the church and witness to God in the community 
and the wider world.

 

Priest-in-Charge, Rector designate,
 

Arle Valley Benefice



Welcome to this Benefice Profile and Role Description…and 
welcome to the Diocese of Winchester! 

At the heart of our life here is the desire to be always Living 
the Mission of Jesus. We are engaged in a strategic process 
to deliver a mission-shaped Diocese, in which parochial, 
pastoral and new forms of pioneering and radical ministry 
all flourish. Infused with God’s missionary Spirit we want 
three character traits to be clearly visible in how we live:  

§ Passionate personal spirituality; 
§ Pioneering faith communities;  
§ Prophetic global citizens. 

The Diocese of Winchester is an exciting place to be at the moment. We wait with eager anticipation to see 
how this process will unfold. We pray that, if God is calling you to join us in his mission in this part of the 
world, he will make his will abundantly clear to you. 

“As the Father sent me so I send you … Receive the Spirit” (John 20:21) 

www.winchester.anglican.org/resources-archive/?s=&resourcecategory=mission-action-planning 

Tim Dakin                                                                                 
Bishop of Winchester 

Alresford Deanery We are a very rural deanery; five benefices and twenty-six churches of a rich diversity of tradition. 
In each of the benefices there is a move to engage in new ways of being Church, and our “dMAP” has identified areas 
in which the Deanery wants to move. The Rector of The Itchen Valley is our Deanery Discipleship Adviser, and her 
portfolio is to enable the parishes of Alresford Deanery to move forward in their “pMAP” plans for mission.  

Currently in Alresford Deanery we have six Stipendiary clergy in post (two of whom are Assistant Curates), a Self-
Supporting Minister, an Accredited Lay Minister and ten Readers. Alresford Deanery Chapter is a place of warmth, 
support and friendship. We are currently beginning the process of working together with the neighbouring deanery of 
Alton, exploring joint chapter and synod meetings. 

The Benefice of Bishops Sutton, Ropley and West Tisted has received excellent care over the last year, which has enabled 
mission to happen in a way previously unimaginable. This is a beautiful area in which to live, and it attracts many tourists to 
its countryside, to the Watercress Steam Railway, and of course to Old Alresford Place, the birthplace of the Mothers’ 
Union. Old Alresford Place also houses the Diocesan Office. 

David Williams  
Bishop of Basingstoke 

The Revd Graham Bowkett 

Area Dean of Alresford Deanery 

http://www.winchester.anglican.org/resources-archive/?s=&resourcecategory=mission-action-planning
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Benefice Profile and Vision
Location
The Benefice is situated in the heart of rural Hampshire close to the western end of 
the South Downs National Park, yet within easy reach of the main arterial links to 
London and the south coast. The main claim to fame is watercress farming on the 
chalky streams of the river Arle which rises to the east of the town of New Alresford. 
The geographical shape of the benefice is somewhat complicated due to large tracts 
of open farmland with few houses. However, each of the three village church 
buildings are within five to ten minutes driving time from the hub of the parish church 
of New Alresford, and the communities of each village are, as one would expect, in 
fairly close proximity to their churches.
History
The benefice was formed in 2006 under the banner of The Arle Valley by joining the 
existing benefice of Alresford and Ovington with that of Old Alresford and Bighton 
when their priest retired.
The largest Church is St. John’s in New Alresford, serving a strong small town 
community and providing various groups to help the Priest serve the people of the 
parish.
St. Mary’s at Old Alresford has the second largest population and has the privilege of 
being the home of Mary Sumner and the Mothers’ Union. The one time Rectory in 
which Mary lived is now, as Old Alresford Place, home to the Diocesan offices.
The parishes of Ovington and Bighton are much smaller but both have strong 
community spirit reflected in regard to their parish churches.
Ministry
Within the benefice each parish has its own PCC and pattern of services during the 
month. Our service pattern and other data can be found at the end of this booklet.
We are very fortunate in having a group of exceptional Licensed Lay Ministers and 
retired clergy to maintain our weekly service pattern and to help with ministry in the 
parishes. St. John’s, Alresford is also blessed with a dedicated pastoral team to help 
with care in the community.
The need for pastoral care is high with a large number of baptisms, weddings and 
funerals; our care team provides support at such times as well as providing hospital 
and home visits for the sick, elderly and lonely parishioners.
 
Diocese of Winchester pMAP – Living the Mission of Jesus
Each church has developed their own commitments from the Parish Mission Action 
Plan (pMAP)  with the 4 main objectives to: 
 
Grow authentic disciples, Re-imagine the church, Be agents of social 
transformation, Belong together in Christ.
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The person we seek
We are looking for the person called by God who will:
Be able to build upon the foundations already laid.
Rise to the challenge of reaching out to the whole community, interacting with both 
young and old to bring new people into our Churches.
Further unite our benefice and congregations, strengthening them for the future.
Develop our spiritual vision, inspiring and encouraging us as a colleague, pastor and 
teacher to live the mission of Christ in our daily lives and so reflect our benefice 
prayer, the personal prayer of Mary Sumner:
 
 

All this day, O Lord,
let me touch as many lives as possible 
for thee;
and every life I touch, 
do thou by thy spirit quicken,
whether through the word I speak,
the prayer I breathe,
or the life I live.

Amen.

 
 
What can we offer in return?
The help of a very strong, committed and enthusiastic team of Licensed Lay 
Ministers and retired clergy, teams of highly experienced pastoral carers, a 
committed training team and a Parish Office with a part-time administrator.
The support of dedicated churchwardens and PCC’s alongside the strength and 
friendship of local communities.
Alresford has both infant and junior schools; secondary education is provided at 
Perins Academy which has approximately 1100 pupils and is held in high regard. 
There are excellent further education colleges in Winchester and Alton.
A lovely four bedroom house set just a few minutes walk from the centre of Alresford.
A chance to grow your ministry in a caring market town and rural community.
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARLE VALLEY BENEFICE 

2



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARLE VALLEY BENEFICE 

Ministry Team

Churchwardens
3



Role Description  
 
The role is for a Priest-in-Charge (Rector designate) who has the experience to 
lead, support and nurture the parishes of The Arle Valley Benefice, building on 
their  recent  achievements  to develop  the mission  of the Church  in the 
community and ensure pastoral needs are met. Enthusiasm and deep 
community commitment are essential.
 
We are looking for a priest who will: 
 
Spirituality
 
• Be faithful in their own life of prayer and their walk with God.  
• Be a creative and sensitive  spiritual leader, able to point others to Christ. 

 
Worship and Preaching
 
• Value our current wide mix of services, adding to and enriching them to be 

attractive to younger families, children and young people.
• Be willing to share the lead in worship with others, supporting the lay people 

who currently lead services and encouraging others to take on the task.
• Preach and teach in a way that challenges, inspires, revitalises and helps to 

develop our faith.
• Have the talent to conduct worship at a variety of levels, including major 

festivals and formal occasions, as well as the less formal services in our 
smaller churches.

 
Leadership and Collaboration
 
• Have the ability to set out and communicate a vision for our mission and 

ministry and help us to achieve it.
• Discern, develop and make the most of people's gifts and skills, recognising 

and encouraging all contributions to the life of our churches.
• Have the ability to lead collaboratively, delegate effectively and enable others 

to take on new roles.              
 
Discipleship, Learning and Nurture
 
• Have the aptitude to nurture the growth of church membership of all ages.
• Be committed to developing  their own skills and understanding, with time put 

aside for reflection and quiet days.
• Collaborate with the local Mothers' Union and capitalise on the fact that the 

founding branch was in the Benefice, at Old Alresford.
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Evangelism and Concern for Social Justice
 
• Have a willingness and ability to build relationships and engage with the whole 

community, playing a full part in community life.
• Understand the needs of, and be able to relate to, the young and their families, 

as well as the older generations.
• Be proactive in developing links and partnerships with organisations, 

community leaders and educational establishments.
• Recognise the call of Christ in their own life and be willing to share their 

Christian convictions with others.
 
Pastoral Care
 
• Be visible in the community and thereby approachable and a good listener.
• Be sensitive and understanding of the varied pastoral needs in our 

communities and make home visits
• Develop the existing pastoral care team within St. John's parish organisation 

and make use of the gifts and skills of others, in addition to their own.
• Be willing to support and promote the Church of England’s Safeguarding 

Policies and Procedures
 
Stewardship and Parish Organisation
 
• Appreciate the need for good organisation within the benefice to ensure that all 

administration is up to date and that the structures, processes and policies 
meet with both legal and diocesan requirements. Work with and develop the 
skills of others to achieve this. 

• Be IT literate.
• Hold mission and the resourcing of mission together, ensure that financial 

commitments are fully understood and be prepared to preach on financial 
stewardship. 

• Lead and attend necessary meetings but delegate where possible to other 
skilled people.

 
Ecumenism and Links with Other Bodies
 
• Be committed to supporting the mission and charity links of the benefice 

churches.
• Be actively involved in the deanery, both through chapter and synod.
• Be committed and actively involved with Churches Together in Alresford.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARLE VALLEY BENEFICE 

5



St. John the Baptist

Our Town

Recently a Sunday Times panel 
said of Alresford, “A steam 
railway, plenty of history and 
independent shops make this 
buzzing market town incredibly 
family friendly.”   

Alresford is midway between 
Winchester and Alton, both of 
which have frequent and fast rail 
services to London.  There are 
an exceptional number of local 
clubs, societies, etc. which 
contribute to the very lively 
community atmosphere.

Our Church

 

 

 

 
 

The church of St John the Baptist, which is open to all every day, is a significant 
institution that is at the heart of the town, the current population of which is about six 
thousand.  It is a community of all ages, those moving in at present being 
predominantly newly retired as well as some younger families. There is also a 
proposed housing development of some 300 houses   
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HOUSEGROUPS
 

HOSPITAL VISITORS
 

WEDDINGS 

BAPTISMS
 

PRAYER MINISTRY TEAM

OUR PLACE YOUTH GROUP

St JOHN’S SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY
 

DADS’ GROUP
 

TABLE TALK
 

TRAINING EVENTS

LICENSED LAY MINISTERS
 

BEREAVEMENT VISITORS

ALPHA 

PASTORAL VISITORS

CHARITABLE 
GIVING

COFFEE, CAKE AND CHAT

OVERSEAS LINKS -
Michael Project, Lango,

Shantigrammam, Elias Chacour,
CMS

NEWBIGGIN HALL - 
Newcastle link

 
 

SOUL SURVIVOR
 

YOUTH ALPHA
 

FUNERALS

MESSY CHURCH
 

POWERHOUSE 
 

SECOND SUNDAY
 

CHOIR
 

PET SERVICE
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WIDER COMMUNITY

CHATTERBOX – TODDLER GROUP

RAINBOWS, BROWNIES,
BEAVERS & CUBS

PASSION PLAY

FUND RAISING 
CONCERTS

 

ALRESFORD COMMUNITY CHOIR

SERVICE OF 
COMFORT AND HOPE

BATTLE OF BRITAIN / REMEMBRANCE / 
TRAFALGAR DAY SERVICES

 

SCHOOLS CONNECTION

SUMMER FUN 
HOLIDAY CLUB
 

PARISH MAGAZINE 

PALM SUNDAY
PROCESSION

TREE OF REMEMBRANCE

WATERCRESS, SCARECROW 
& CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVALS

 

BELL RINGING
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN
 ALRESFORD CAROL SINGING 
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FRESH DIRECTIONS -
MEN’S BEREAVEMENT GROUP

St JOHNS’
LADIES GROUP



As well as the talented Ministry Team there are a great variety of dedicated and 
committed people who help in all aspects of church life . 
We enjoy a wide variety of worship styles from the traditional to the more 
contemporary; this is supported by good quality music - from our outstanding and 
highly regarded choir, who have been invited on a number of occasions to sing in 
Winchester Cathedral, to the three more modern smaller bands.
St. John’s ring of eight bells, which is rung for all main services, is 'one of the best 
sounding in the county'.                                                                                               
In order to bring the centre of worship closer to 
the people, the church was re-ordered in 2001 
with the provision of a new altar at the front of 
the chancel. 
We are covenanted with St Gregory’s Roman 
Catholic and the Methodist churches as 
Churches Together in Alresford - CTiA. 

 
 
 
 
Our Parish
 
St. John’s is an exciting place to be because it: is deeply committed to its community 
and its ministry of pastoral care for all parishioners - for those outside the life of the 
Church as well as those who are members.
We are a mission-centered parish for all ages, which seeks to explore new ways of 
“doing church” and is not afraid of change to custom and tradition.            
In developing one of our Parish Mission Action Plan commitments, the young people 
have created and run a successful and popular monthly service with a newly formed 
worship band. 
We have many strong mission links overseas and in this country. We place great 
emphasis on being a prayerful, open, warm and welcoming presence in our town; we 
are renowned in the community for providing individually pitched services for baptisms, 
weddings and funerals as well as being significantly visible in various other local 
institutions.
St John’s has excellent links with the local schools and offers a thriving and developing 
range of worship for children and young people from Messy Church and Second 
Sunday to the PowerHouse service for the young and ‘young-at-heart’.
 
Another one of our important Parish Mission Action Plan commitments is to explore 
further our relationship with God and to grow and enhance our spiritual life in the 
church and into the wider community.
 
There is also an excellent Training Team used by parishes in the benefice and across 
tthe diocese. The Team run a variety of courses on prayer, Bible study, anger 
management, parenting and also well-regarded pastoral visitor training.
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St. Mary the Virgin
 
Our Village
 

The rural village of Old Alresford lies in the countryside 
one mile north of Alresford. 
Together with its eight surrounding hamlets it has a 
population of c. 600 including some 60 children. The 
village employment opportunities are with watercress and 
salad producers or the local rest home. 
Most residents, mainly professionals, travel further afield 
for work. Many residents are retired but there has been a 
recent influx of younger families. 

The local school and shop closed some 30 years ago. 
Public transport links are minimal, although the introduction of a regular bus to New Alresford 
on Monday and Thursday mornings is providing the opportunity for some villagers to shop & 
meet up in the town for coffee and a chat. There 
are no plans at present for further housing 
development. 
 
Our Church
 
The church of St. Mary the Virgin is located to 
the south of the parish opposite Old Alresford 
Place - the Diocesan Office, Conference & 
Training Centre.
 
In 2017, the interior of the church will be redecorated and the 
provision of toilet and kitchen facilities has become a priority in 
order to meet the needs of visitors attending weddings, funerals, 
concerts and other events. 
We are privileged to be the founding church of the Mothers’ Union 
and in 2015 the south transept, together with a new window, were 
dedicated to Mary Sumner.
 
Music plays an important part in our worship. A digital organ was 
installed in 1990 and we have two organists. People who enjoy 
singing are invited to join the St. Mary’s Singers who come 
together once a year for the ‘Carols by Candlelight’ service.
 
 

We have a small but friendly and welcoming 
congregation and a committed PCC of 11 members 

, including the 2 churchwardens and 2 co-opted 
members. There is a Worship and Fabric 
Committee. Each month we support a different 
charity and encourage donations with an 
information display at the back of the church. 

 

ARLE VALLEY BENEFICE Old AlresfordOld Alresford

The view from the west 
door of our church 
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Our Parish
 
The main aim in our Parish Mission Action Plan is to find ways of encouraging families 
from our village to visit our church, attend some of our services and participate in church 
related activities & events. This means developing a creative attitude to broadening our 
appeal to the wider community and improving our skills and methods of communication . 
 
For Mothering Sunday 
weekend 2016 we 
organised a ’Make it for 
Mum’ workshop on 
Saturday, followed by a 
Family Celebration service 
on Sunday which was 
attended by 33 adults and 
14 children. This was an 
encouraging start.
 
Our churchyard is well-kept 
thanks to a parishioner 
generously paying for the 
regular mowing and 
strimming, and for the 
Churchyard Clear-ups we 
have each year.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The centrally located Christy Hall is the focus for 
numerous local activities including TOADS, the 
very successful dramatic society. The Youth Club, 
Young Farmers, Cricket Club, Annual Village Fair 
and Fireworks Evening are some of the 
organisations and events that contribute to the life 
of this friendly and vibrant community. 
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The Christy Hall 

The Annual Village Fair on the Green 
opposite the Christy Hall 
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St Peter’s 
 
Our Villages
These two small villages situated just under 2 miles west of the centre of New 
Alresford lie either side of the River Itchen, well known to anglers and surrounded by 
farm land and water meadows with pleasant walks, all within the South Downs 
National Park. These two villages together with outlying farmhouses and hamlets to 
the south, amount to a population of around 300.
Our Church
Ovington has St Peter’s church, a 150 
year old Victorian construction with 
flint walls, tiled roof and a distinctive 
oak bell tower with a spire. It is 
situated alongside the site of the 
original 13th century church of which 
the west arch remains. 
 
 
 
 
 
St Peter’s has traditional Victorian pews with a capacity of 100.
 
 

Not least due to the support of a retired 
priest and the Lay Ministers of the Benefice, 
St Peter’s has managed in the past 15 years 
or so to maintain a service every Sunday. A 
quiet Sunday will have around 10 to 12 
communicants. The church is kept open 
daily from morning to dusk.

 
 
St Peter’s has a relatively new digital organ allowing great flexibility for the organist. 
There is a set of 4 bells dating from 1860’s, usually rung by the St Johns bell ringers 
upon request and by visiting bell ringers. Volunteers provide flowers, church cleaning 
and some churchyard maintenance.
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Itchen Stoke has St Mary’s church dating from 1866 built in the style of La Sainte Chapelle 
in Paris. St Mary’s is now cared for by the Historic Churches Trust and kept open for 
visitors.  2 services a year are held by the Arle Valley Benefice.
The PCC can be described as pragmatic and not prescriptive about church affairs and 
motivated to keep an active church for future generations and the character of the two 
villages.
 
Our Parish
 
The population of the two villages has a relatively low turn over. It is a pleasant quiet place 
to live. The nature of the residents extends from eminent but discreet professionals, 
retirees, active farmers, with small businesses to traditional trades. 
At present there are about 8 families with children across the 2 villages ranging from infants 
to students attending both private and state education.
The principal aim of our pMAP is to “market” our church to the families of our parish and to 
develop this through our regular Cafe Church style of worship; this has proved to be 
successful to date.
We also have plans to create space for learning and bringing our congregation and 
community together. To help facilitate this, we plan to bring water and drains to the church 
for modest catering and to convert 25% of the pew space to an open plan meeting area for 
other users of the church. 
As a social centre, apart from the Bush pub, St Peter’s is the only place for community 
involvement. Summer fetes are held, as well as fund raising lectures, bridge drives, a cricket 
match with St Johns and traditional carol singing on Christmas Eve around the village 
ending in the pub.
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All Saints
Our Village
Situated some 3 miles north-east of Alresford, the parish comprises the village of 
Bighton and its outlying areas together with the adjoining hamlet of Gundleton. There 
are about 140 households with an estimated population of 270. Many residents 
commute some distance to work, some daily to London.
Our Church
The Church is of Norman construction and is well-maintained thanks to generous 
residents who hold it in high esteem.
 
The Church Electoral Roll stands at 40. 
At our weekly Sunday morning service, 
the congregation averages around 12, 
with 50+ on special occasions and at 
festivals. 
The Mothering Sunday service involves 
the children in various ways including 
the distribution of posies and cakes 
while on Easter Day the children have 
fun with an Easter egg hunt in the 
churchyard after the service. 
Harvest Thanksgiving is followed by Harvest 
Lunch in the Village Hall. 
Remembrance Sunday is always well 
attended. 
The Carol Service involves readers 
representing all areas of the community – 
Parish Council, Village Hall, Fete Committee, 
BiG4U!, Book Club – and a social time 
afterwards with mulled wine and mince pies.  
The Christmas Midnight Communion is also very well attended.
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Our Parish
Following our former benefice Curate’s visit to Myanmar the Arle Valley Benefice was 
involved in fundraising to rebuild a Church in a remote jungle 
region. 
In conjunction with our Parish Mission Action Plan - to 
encourage and support World Church links - Bighton took the 
lead in fundraising, holding a Midsummer Feast in June 2015 
which raised £2500 and a social fundraising Family Beetle 
Drive as well as organising home collection boxes. The £15000 
needed was raised by the benefice and St. Andrew’s Church in 
Sittwe was consecrated at Easter 2016. 
A number of families with young children have recently moved into the parish, and as a 
result a Church initiative called ‘BiG4U!’ was started. This is held on a Saturday afternoon 
in the Village Hall, this year for Mothering Sunday, Harvest and Advent. The afternoon 
consists of activities, a short teaching/worship time, and tea. At the recent Harvest event 
7 scarecrows were constructed by the 14 children and their parents who attended. The 
PCC funds the giving of a Real Advent Calendar to every family in the parish.
Alongside the church, other community facilities are the Village Hall and the well-
regarded pub, The English Partridge.  The Village Hall holds visiting theatre 
performances once or twice a year and is the venue for events such as the village 
celebration lunch this summer for the Queen’s 90th Birthday, which was attended by 120 
residents and preceded by a Thanksgiving Service at Church.  There is a well-attended 
annual Inter-Village Quiz with Old Alresford hosted in Bighton on alternate years.

The biggest event in the community calendar is 
the Annual Fete, held in early September, which 
involves a large proportion of the residents. The 
money raised is divided equally between the 
Church and the Village Hall.  
There is also a large attendance of 100+ for the 
round-the-village Carol singing which begins at 
the Village Hall, visits 3 homes and then the 
Church, and concludes at The English Partridge 
with refreshments and a visit from Father 
Christmas. At the Church more carols are sung 

and everyone is encouraged to 
embrace the true meaning and spirit of 
Christmas; all the children are given 
an olive wood tree decoration from 
Bethlehem. Donations are collected 
for specific local charities; last year 
Winchester Nightshelter and HART 
wildlife rescue.
 

ARLE VALLEY BENEFICE Bighton

15



 

 
 
GOD Our Father, send us your Holy Spirit, at this time of uncertainty and change, to 
fill us with vision, energy, and faithfulness in prayer, that we may be true to our calling 
to bring new life to our community. Guide with your heavenly wisdom those who are to 
choose a new Rector for this Arle Valley Benefice, that the one we receive  may be a 
wise and gentle shepherd of your people: ready to serve us with joy, to build us up in 
faith. and to lead us by example in loving obedience to your son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen.

ARLE VALLEY BENEFICE 

Thank you for the wonderful

care and support you gave me

when my husband died

              
              

          - A

The Lent Group gave me a much deeper insightthis year, and I enjoyed meeting others from
different churches                        - D

I love the PowerHouse services now we plan them ourselves   -S

My friend came to church with me
for the first time and she said how
very friendly and welcoming we
all were.                             - M

I found the choir’s exceptional singing at the Choral Evensong service very uplifting   - P

The highly-skilled Training Team have 

developed and encouraged our 

Pastoral Visitors and enabled them 

to be more effective and confident 

listeners. 

Another example of their ability to 

provide flexible and varied training.  

                   
                   

       -  G
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The Rectory
 
 
The Rectory is situated 
approximately a quarter of a mile 
from the town centre of New 
Alresford. It is an attractive 
modern house with four 
bedrooms. Downstairs there is a 
large hall and separate entrance 
porch from which there is a door 
leading directly into the study. 
The study is also accessed from 
the hall. 
 
 
 
 
 

The spacious lounge has a brick fireplace and 
patio doors leading into the back garden. There is 
a separate dining room. The kitchen/breakfast 
room is well fitted with a gas hob and a double 
oven, plumbing for a dishwasher and ample room 
for a table and chairs. A utility room leads off the 
kitchen and has access into the back garden. 
There is a cloakroom leading off the hall

 
 
 
Upstairs there are three double bedrooms, all 
with large fitted wardrobes, and one smaller 
bedroom.  The master bedroom has an ensuite 
bathroom with a bath, shower, toilet and bidet.  
The main bathroom has the same facilities. 
The house has gas central heating and is 
double glazed. There are fitted carpets 
throughout. 
 
 

There is room for several cars to park at the front 
of the house. The back garden is very private, 
mostly laid to lawn which is surrounded by a 
number of attractive shrubs.
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ARLE VALLEY BENEFICE 

ST. JOHN THE 
BAPTIST

New Alresford

ST. MARY THE 
VIRGIN

Old Alresford

ST. PETER'S 
Ovington

ALL SAINTS 
Bighton

Regular 
SUNDAY 
services

Weekly at 08.00 
Holy Communion 
[BCP said]

Each month: 
1st
09.30
Sung Eucharist [CW] 
18.00 Power House 
[Youth Service]

2nd
09.30 Second Sunday 
[informal all age service] 
18.00 Choral Evensong

3rd
09.30 Sung Eucharist 
[CW]
18.00 Sundays at Six 
[informal cafe style 
worship]

4th
09.30 Sung Eucharist 
[CW]

Alternate 1st Sundays 
includes Laying on of 
Hands

Weekly  at 09.30

Each month:

1st
Holy Communion 
[BCP- said]

2nd
Parish Communion 
[CW]
 
 
3rd
Parish Communion 
[CW]
 

4th
Fourth Sunday 
[non eucharistic]

Weekly at 10.00
 
 
 
Each month:
 
1st
Family Service/Cafe 
church
 
2nd
Parish Communion 
[CW]
 
 
3rd
Holy Communion 
[BCP sung]

4th
Mattins/ alternative 
service

Weekly  at  11.00

Each month:
 
1st
Family Service

2nd
Parish Communion 
[CW]
 
 
3rd 
 
Mattins

4th
Holy Communion 
[BCP]

Other 
SPECIAL 
services

Ash Wednesday:
Communion with ashes....
10.00 & 7.30pm
Holy Week: daily services
Good Friday: CTIA-
witness procession; 3 hour 
devotion
Pet Service [annual] 
Battle of Britain[part of
9.30 service... September]
Trafalgar Day [part of
9.30 service....... October]
Remembrance Sunday
10.45
Attended by Services & 
Town officials]
Comfort & Hope service 
Faure Requiem Mass 
Advent Carol procession 
3 School Carol services 
Nine lessons & Carols 
Crib Service [Christmas
Eve]
Christmas [Midnight and 
Family Communion]

Easter Sunday  9.30 am 
Patronal Festival
[1st Sunday in July]
Mary Sumner Day [9th
Aug]
Harvest Festival [1st
Sunday in October... 9.30 
or 11.00 am]
Remembrance Sunday
10.45
Carols by Candlelight
[Sunday before Christmas 
.... 5.00 pm]
Christmas Day
10.00 Family Communion

Easter Vigil 8.00 pm
Easter Sunday  10.00 am
Patronal Festival
[4th Sunday in June]
Harvest Festival
[end of September]
Remembrance 
Sunday
[Eucharist ...... 10.00 
am.]
Carols by Candlelight
[Sunday before 
Christmas....
4.00 pm]
Christmas Day 10.00
am

Harvest Festival 
Patronal Festival .....
Remembrance Sunday 
Carols by Candlelight 
Christmas Midnight .....
Eucharist

BENEFICE 
services

Every Thursday at 9.00 am  Eucharist at Old Alresford Place
5th Sunday of the month: Eucharist in one of the Benefice churches (alternating) 
3 times a year: Taize service at St. Mary's Church, Old Alresford
Twice a year: Evensong at St. Mary's Church, Itchen Stoke

Church Services
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Benefice statistics

Bighton

Dwellings in civil
parish  2513 241 101 140 

Estimated
population

5425
1031 under 17yrs

575
109 under 17 yrs

205
29 under 17 yrs

338
62 under 17 yrs

Hamlets None

Pinglestone, 
Fobdown, 

Nettlebeds, 
Armsworth, 

Upper & Lower 
Lanham, 

Abbotstone, 
Godsfield

Orr’s Meadow 
Gander Down 

Hampage Farm
Gundleton

Public Halls
St.John’s, Methodist 

& RC Church halls 
Community Centre 

Arlebury Park

Christy  Hall 
(village)

None Bighton Village

Primary 
schools

Sun Hill Infant 
Sun Hill Junior

New Alresford, 
Cheriton,

Preston Candover

New Alresford New Alresford 
Ropley, Four

Marks 
Private

Secondary 
schools

Perins 
Age 11-16yrs

1065 students

Perins at 
New Alresford

Alton

Perins at 
New Alresford

Winchester

Perins at 
New Alresford

Private 
Church Blomfield Victorian

Rebuild on early 
medieval 

foundations. 
Reordered 2001

18th century. 
Vestry & transept 
+ other additions 

in the 19th 
century

1866 in 13th 

century churchyard
Norman

Churchyard Open            Open Open Open 

Electoral Roll 256               51 39 40

Average Sunday 
attendance

115 16 10 to 12 12 

Christmas 
attendance 

2015

734
Inc 171 children at 

Crib service

62 adults 
12 under 17

44 adults 
15 under 17

44 
Midnight service

Easter 
attendance 

2016

196
19 under 17

43 adults 
8 under 17

43 adults 
8 under 17

53 Adults 
10 Under 16

Baptisms   2015 21                2 2 2
Weddings 2015 6                3 3                                    2
Funerals    2015 63                6 5                                    2

Parish magazine
Parish

11 issues per year None
Combined with 
New Alresford

Big Gun News 
Monthly

ARLE VALLEY BENEFICE 
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Financial
ARLE VALLEY BENEFICE 

UNRESTRICTED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
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St. John the Baptist, New Alresford
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St Mary the Virgin, Old Alresford
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St Peter, Ovington
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All Saints, Bighton

Income Expense
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ARLE VALLEY BENEFICE 

OLD ALRESFORD

BIGHTON & GUNDLETON

NEW ALRESFORD

OVINGTON & ITCHEN STOKE
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